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an astonishing sally. If he has been content to
let this matter sleep, he would recommend her
Grace to follow his example with thankfulness of
heart; it is grimly to be understood which of
them has most to fear if the question should be
reawakened. So the talk wandered to other
subjects. Only, when the Queen was summoned
at last to dinner (" for it was afternoon ") Knox
made his salutation in this form of words : " I
pray God, Madam, that you may be as much
blessed within the Commonwealth of Scotland,
if it be the pleasure of God, as ever Deborah
was in the Commonwealth of Israel."1 Deborah
again.

But he was not yet done with the echoes of
his own "First Blast." In 1571, when he was
already near his end, the old controversy was
taken up in one of a series of anonymous
libels against the Reformer affixed, Sunday after
Sunday, to the church door. The dilemma was
fairly enough stated. Either his doctrine is false,
in which case he is a " false doctor " and seditious;
or, if it be true, why does he * avow and approve
the contrare, I mean that regiment in the Queen
of England's person; which he avoweth and
approveth, not only praying for the maintenance
of her estate, but also procuring her aid and sup-
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